CHURCHES

SLOWLY DYING BECAUSE OF IN-

DIFFERENCE OF PASTORS
AND CONGREGATIONS.

New York, March 4—In an ad-
dress which was the feature of the
fourth annual meeting of the Baptist
Social Union of New York, Rev. Rus-
sell H. Conwell, D. D., pastor of the

Baptist Temple, of Philadelphia, has
declared that modern churches are
dying slowly but surely because of in-

difference of pastors and congrega-
tons,

“The modern Christian church,” he

said, “is becoming submerged, be-
cause of laxity. Pastors are growing
indifferent and congregations are all
the time becoming smaller. There are
too many movements, too many off-
shoots and differing phases of creed.
The result is that the parent church
is dying. The only reason that the
young man goes to church nowadays
is because he knows that his best
girl 1s there,

“The Y. M. C. A. is more prosper-
ous than the church because it is
made attractive with its books and
gymnasiums with a true Christian
spirit with hospitals and colleges the
sectarian spirit is waning. Men who
make large endowments are a rule,
stipulate that the institutions they
help shall be nonsectarian, If the
church is to live we must come back
to the first teachings of Christ.”

The above is, in several particulars,
exactly the sentiment of Infidel prop-
agandists regarding the Christian re-
ligion and some of it is quite con-
trary to what we believe and teach.
Is it not pussi.. .at, if each of us
would make all the concession we
reasonably and honestly can, we
could come together and combine
our efforts to do good and quit our
disputing about supernatural and un-
natural things?

I would hardly say as much against
the church as Rev. Conwell does. 1
would amend some of his statement.
The church, in one sense is dying

« not “slowly;” it is dying very
rapidly--almost dead, if we are to
judge the church by what it was fifty
years ago. The church has been al-
most entirely revolutionized in the
last half century, both in its doctrines
and-in its practice.

Fifty years ago almost everybody

bsolutely’ accurate, in diction
and in sentiment; that this was not
only true of the Bible in its original
languages, but was true of its trans-

lations. Now scarcely anybody be-
lieves in the infallibility of the Bible.
Regarded in that light the church
is now almost dead and is moribund.

In another sense, however, the
church is more alive than it ever was.
Now scarcely any preacher depends
upon preaching the gospel to attract
attention and interest, They preach
about politics, Mount Pelee eruptions.
fires, Iroquois and Baltimore, and
wars and tell whether they are for
the Japs or the Russians. There are
also many sermons in which the
preachers teach the people that they
are not to believe the Bible is infall!
ble as they used to do. Chaplains in
Congress and in State legislatures,
put into their prayers political “log
rolling” for their special views of
political measures, and the preachers,
in order to attract attention, adver
tise in the newspapers sensational
topics for their coming sermons, vut
nobody ever saw one of tnese where
a preacher simply published that he
was going to preach the gospel. It
would keep people from going to
church and give such a preacher the
reputation of being a mossback and a
crank.

But the church is paying more and
more for its preachers. They must
be handsome men who dress in fine
taste and wear nice clothes, and they
must be graceful orators and men of
attractive manners, and they must be
popular in fashionable society.

The churches are being built finer
and finer all the time, in America, at
least, and they are paying more and
more music, instrumental and vocal,
and for flowers and the church is, all
the time, getting to be more and
age, to a successful issue, the affairs
dress and jewelry, and In this sense,
the church is more alive than it has
ever been,

The church as much as ever—not
more than ever, because that would
be impossible—is the place where
“the young man goes, because he
knows his best girl is to be there,”
and is the place where the papas and
mammas go to wateh and help man-
age, to a sucessful issue, the affairs
of the young man and his best girl.

Except for these purely secular
auxiliaries the church would now be
ahsolutely “a dead one,” but with
them it is an exceedingly live corpse.

I am not condemning these things
so much as I am Insisting that they
are not, justly, to be set down to the
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in keeping with Christianity, whereas
neither Jesus nor any of his apostles
ever said a word, or wrote a line to
encourage education, and none of
them ever even heard the word hospi
tal or colleges, while it is certainly
true that the first hospitals were built
by Mohammedans, while for hospitals
for the insane, neither Jesus nor any
of his disciples knew anything about
the nature of insanity, but called in
sanity possession of devils, and the
New Testament teaches not only that
these devils could be cast out by relig
fon, and by prayer and fasting, but
that these devils, on one occasion,
having been cast out of an insanc
man or two insane men—the accounts
disagree—got into two thousand hogs
causing the hogs to drown themselves
in the sea.

If Jesus and his apostles ever then,
even heard of gymnasinms they wer
in connection with the athletics of the
heathen Greeks and Romans. Nobody
ever heard of any such things among
the Jews,

The Jews took a good deal of phy
sical exercise, but nearly all of it was
with swords in killing somebody.
Going into the modern athleties i
then, by no means, anything like “go
ing back to the first teachings of
Christ,” where none of these things
were known.

Of all the follies of the age, T hard
ly know of any that are more irra
tional than the gymnastics of the Y
M. C. A's, and the base ball, foot ball
and basket ball of our colleges and
universities.

They are develop, if they develop at
all, muscles and energies and powers
for which there is no use in practical
life. A young man who can command
a good salary as a base ball player,
cannot cut stove wood, or turn a
grindstone, or drive a hog out of a
corn field and though he can hit a ball
with a bat he cannot hjt a nail on the
head with a hammer, and will mash
.8 thumb and cuss if he tries to dc

*Eerelh R town that has in it o]

college, male or female, that would
n. give, to all of its students, health
ful and valuable employment for
wuich it would be willing to pay, and
onetenth of the cost of gymnasiums
and Y. M. C. A. buildings would buy
ground for farms and gardens and
shops and tools where boys and girls
could work and do sometning hean

ful and valuable with a tythe of the
labor that these yonneg pecple under
go, and thus induce, perhaps, this
‘nfernal appendicitis that seems
have come in with people strainin
tuemselves in unnatural positions in
gymnactama

A young fellow comes out of col
leges with a muscle on him that tool
his years and thousands of dollars tc
produce and then you may give hin
a good mule and a good plow and he
can't plow a row of corn.

He can stand on his head
turn somersaults, but he can’t thiu
corn because it makes him dizzy t
hold his head down. He can pull ar
oar in a racing boat but he can't pul!
a cross-cut saw.

The church with its Y. M. C. A, is
teaching that exercise in a eymna
sium is all right and dignificd but
that honest manual labor is a thing
for a young man to be ashamed of.

ROME CON-
CRESS FUND

It is the desire that Dr. J. B. Wil
son represent Awmerican Freethought
at the World's Congresa of Freethink
ers to be held In Rome, Italy, next
SeptembLer. Dr. Wilson is president
of the National Liberal Party and is
eminently qualified to participate in
the de!lberations ac the Congress. On
his return from Romo tLe Doctor will
write a book embracing his exper
len 2 and proceedings of the Con
gress, and it is needless to speak of
the Doctor’s versatility and ability to
write such a book
The price of the book will be one
dollar, and as the expense will be very
heavy it is hoped that all who are
able will subseribe for as many books
as poasible.
All money received Is deposited in
Tae Central Trust and Safe Deposit
Company, of Cincinnati. and will be
acknowledged through the Blade.
Centributions and  subseriptions
(with and without money) will be re
ceived by the Secretary of the Na-
tional Liberal Party. Address:
MORRIS SACHS,
Atlas Bank Bldg Jincinnati, O.

Condition of Fund.

ant

E. A. Richell, 96 Lemon St., Buffalo,
N. Y, 1; L. K. Derby, Wilkes Barre,

“BRO. BARNES”

QUITES WORK IN MOUNTAINS
FOR SHORT VACATION IN
WASHINGTON—WILL
COME AGAIN

Rev. Geo. O. Barnes, the “mountair
wangelist,” and known from one end
f the state to the other as “Brothe:
Barnes,” passed through the city last
night on his way to Washington, D
', to make a short visit to his daught
er, Miss Marie Barnes. “Brother’
Barnes has been preaching in Brethitt
rounty for the past two weeks and
says that he has accomplished much
z00d among the mountaineers. He is
wbout eighty years of age now, but
still has the fire and eloquence ol
lis  younger days when, breaking
wway frcm the establisheg tenets of
the Presbyterian chureh, he preach
ng to thorsands the doctrine of “God
s Love and Nothing Else.”

Since then as the years have pass
od heavily over his head the aged di
‘ine has shifted his views with the
imes and tides. For a while he tool
hrist’s words. “He that believeth i
me shall not die, but sgall have ever
lasting life, in their literal sense an
innounced that he would live forever
Later he embraced Dowieism, but re
*eiving the cold shoulder from Elijah
II, again tcok up the work in his
»wn way and has since devoted ¢
good portion of his time to work
among the mounta.ns of Kentucky

“Brether” Barnes says that had he
been in this part of the country when
the fendal troubles were - at thei
height in Drethitt he would have gone
there with the soldiers and preached
his doetrine to the mountaineers. He
has just finished a meeting in the
mountain city and on his return fron
Washington will begin a crusade at
Beattyville to extend throughout the
balance of the winter and the spring,
He will again traverse the mountain
ous region and it is possible that
Miss Marie and her little organ may
join him later,

The above is ircm the Lexington
Democrat, the editor of which is now
a rich man having made his start as
oditor of a little backwoods papei
called the Interior Journal, edited at
Stanford, and the paper gained its

. ’
reporting .the miracles that were be
ing worked by Barnes at his “Pinl
Cottage,”

I have notning against Walton
ind would not say so if I had because
[ do not want any superfluous holes
through my hide and the Democrat
§ being civil to the Blade, and, by
the way in its issue of Feb. 27. unde:
the head “Another view of the Pow
'rs case.” has one of the very strong
st editorials 1 have ever seen in an)

newspaper and [ have been seeing
ditorials for many a long year.
Walten's editorial about Barnes s
kind, but Walton ought to brin:
Barnes and Miss Marie and the fa
mous “little organ” all to Lexington
ind give all three of them a nies
1ome for the balance of their lives

nd he would make money by it, fo
il old and intelligent citizens in Ken

tucky know that Barnes made Wal
ton's fortune for him.

Twenty years ago Barnes would
come to Lexington, and the most

aristoeratic tamilies in Lexington anc
the hotels of Lexingten, all vied wit)
:ach other as to which wonld have the
honor of entertaining him for nothing
wnd his friends too, and give him an
his family elegant presents hesides
mnd the same was true in Louisville
ind every other town in the state be
sides and he was furnished with man
v to take him and his familie arounc
the world three times, and they al!
went; one rich English woman going
with him and putting her fortune at
their disqosal and my first cousin
Colone! John H. Mor furnishing
them thousands of . and dying
v pauper himself, and ancther of my
‘ousins, son  of a splendid judge
went to a lunatic asylum crazed by
Barnes’ preaching, and died from it

I have scen the biggest opera house
in Louisville just packed like sardines

would be “a dead one” in a very short
time, but there is an army of priests
and preachers who make el cant liv
ings, without labor, by teaching the
Christian superstition , while the In.|
fidels are practically nging no money
and no energy to counteract the influ
ence of the and
frand, with money and un
easing zeal is holding itg own azainst
‘he greatest truth in the world that
1a8 no energy and no money to sup ‘
port it, and in which a paper like Ihi.\i
one, one of the only three in the
‘hole 0 Amcre s, 1z deft to strugale
for existence all the time,

clergy, a periect

endless

|

I saw, at Jerusalem, the ltussinns,l
the most depraved and most ignorant |
looking pecple 1 ever saw, their wo- |
men being far inferior to the Negr
vomen of Kentueky, just arrived in|
he ecity, and so bent on getting to!
the fake tomb of Jesus, in the eity )
wvhen there was probably his real
omb outside of the city—that they |
looked neither to the right nor left at |
wmybody or any thing so cager werc |
hey to get to that tomb and kiss its
rocks, and be present when the holy
fire sheuld come down from heaven
n Easter, just as it did at Pentacost, |
ind just as it still does every year at
Paster ,and, in fighting for wlm-l.“
fire, a few years ago, to burn them |
selves and thair  old dirty elothes
still to be worn as tokens and charms,
they Kkilled over a hundred of each
ther a few years ago.

Since I saw those people, in Jeru |
salem, the most devout Christians on

arth, with whom even the l{umnn!
Catholies cannot compare, that sx\nn-)
class of people, in Rus have |
|
|

shown their zeal for the Christian re
ligion, by murdering Jews becaus
women and children, simply becauss
the Jews do not believe the Chris

tian religion, and exactly like the
Jews, th¢ people who wrote the Bible,
murdere‘l the Canaanites becauss

they did not believe the Jewish relig

ground, !rmd there, with his “finger
wrote, on two tables of stone, tha
wre revered among Jews and Chris
ians to this day the ten command
nents, some of which are very silly
Now these Christian Russians have
one to war with the heathen Japan
'se, the Russians, all the time, call
ng, in prayer, upon the Christian
iod to help them. and the Japs doing
10 praying and asking no assistanc
I any God, exeept the wooden gods
they made themselves among the low

ost orders of the Japs, and yet the
laps, one of the smallest of nations
we, all the time, whipping the Rus ‘
jans, the largest nation on earth

It the conditions were reversed an:
he Japs Christians and th
.ussians were heathens, every pulpi
nd religious in Christendon
vould teem with sermons and editor
1ls showing that God was sustaining

were

press

iis religion against the heathen Infi
Jdel.

A few days since Mr
Japanese Consul General

Uchida, the

to America

{

in a ean with the aristocracy of Louis |

ille, men and women day and night
and for weeks at a time who were
there to see Barnes miraculosuly cure
il sorts of diseases and blindness
and eripples by annointing ttem from
a nice little bottle that had bcen pre
sented him for that purpose, and
which he carried in his vest pocket
Barnes properly quoting the New Tes
tament, James V.14, as his anthority
for this, and the Courier Journal, the
most  influential newspaper

South, made thousands of dollars, by |

printing that these miracles were
genuine and true, and [ saw with my
own eyes, finely dressed men and

fon— did not believe that God gami
muwa on ¢
the top mountain, half  way ¥

| cause I have no business interests and
|think I have a right to express my =m—
| opinion, even if it does not harmonize
i\vilh cthers, although religion is bet-

ter than it was when | was young

I am 71 years old.
the Blade as long as 1 live—MRS. M.
A. REYNOL DS,

n ROME!

DO YOU WANT TO ATTEND THE
GREAT FREETHOUGHT CONGRESS
Rome, italy, September 20-22, 1904

A ARTY OF AMERICAN FREE-
THINKERS IS ARRANGING TO GO
AND YOU OUGHT TO JOIN IT.

A JOLLY PARTY!
A GREAT TRIP!

For particulars address

P. W. GEER, 140 Dearborn St.,
CHICAGO. I1LL

$30.95

ROUND
TRIP

—via—

QUEEN & CRESCENT
ROUTE

—from—

CINCINNATI, JUNCTION CITY AND
INTERMEDIATE POINTS

to all p ints in

EXAS

East of San Antonia, Houston, Ft.
North, Galveston, Amarillo, Quanah
vernon, Brownwood, Brady, Rockport,
San Angelo, Waco, Corpus Christi,
Alice, Kerrville and all points in

INDIAN & OKLAHOMA
TERRITORIES

Tickets on sale March 1st and 15t}
sood 21 days Stoplover privilege
‘or information address

L. E. CLARKE, T. P. A,
Lexington, Ky.
e e
W. C. RINEARSON, G. P, A,,
Cincinnati, Ohio.

Lowest
Rates
Ever
Made

I hope to take

A PENNY

Invested in a Postal Card may be the

means of saving you considerable
money on your tickets

TO THE

WEST AND NORTH-WEST

e
"l have on sale dally until Novem.
ber 20 exceptionally low colonist rates

te the above territory,

o —
~ HOME SEEKERS

Tickets will also be sold on the firsl
and third Tuesdays or each month uy
to April, 1904 to points in the

WEST AND SOUTH-WEST

wul linformatio,

of Trains, ete,,
Iressing

| W, E. SMITH, D. G. Euw anps,

Trav. Pass, Agt.  Pass. Tral Mgr.
Cincinnati, 0.

Rates Time
can ve obtained by ad-

KOREA GINSCNG NURSERY,
‘ V. M. Doolin, Prop.
| SEED FOR PLANTING A SPEClAL-
TY.
—Office and Nursery at—
ETNA, Pulaski County, KY.

SEVEN REASONS WHY.

You should order of Wettstein: 1.
My experience as a Jeweler and Dia-
mond Merchant. 2. My established
skill a8 a Watchmaker and Designer.
3. My ertistic qualifications in select-
Ing latest and finest goods 4. My
:;mxllmhy l:u Chicago markets where
scleet what you order from largest
stocks, fresh ?:Ln'ﬂ—new. 5. ‘Because 7B
de not carry stock to get old and lose
money on, and no dead book accounts.
%. Because | buy and sell for cash
only, obtain Lest discoun's aund there-
fore need not add big profita te cover
hig losses. 7 Because | lead In low
wices and the dealer who leads de
serves yon favors Correspond with
‘e and obtain my prices and traet.
Theism in the Crucible,” free. Per
manent now at Noc. 110 N. Kensing:
‘on awenne LaGrange, Cook county,
| OTTO WETTSTRIN
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ad b g U | Tocology for Mothers
The Russians live in the coldes ’ Are you interested? If so get ready | 330 pages. lllustrated, cloth bound; by mall $1,
0 b} » world and the Ja |  American reprint of **The Wife and Mother
ountry in the ork « ¢ I'“ | and take advantage of the lowest rate | Medi ) dulde,” an up-to-date Engli h ,‘.'..}k‘

live in a warm country, and yet, in 1
war between the two, the |
freeze to death while the Japs do not {

How ¢an any Christian reasonably |
expeet that when Christian mission |

Puissian

in the |aries go to Japan, those people wilt

be persuaded that God loves Chris

tians and hates Infidels?
The whole world, Infidel and Chris

women all over that theater, rise in|tian, see just alike a more wonderful

their seats. and call out that they
were converted to the Christian reli
gion because of the miracles they wit
nesscd there and then.

All that time 1 steod alone, saying|tion do not help it,

then, just as I do now, that I did not
know whether Barnes' was insane or
v knave or a combination of both and
I was met on the streets of Lexington
by a Christian and insulted and
threatened for saying it.

Now poor old “Brother Barnes" has

been deserted until he cannot preach |
at | for the blessings of this year, and we

any where in Kentucky, except
some place where the rich preachers
will not go, because there is no
money in it, and the poor old fellow

|
\

|

Professor Tyn

everybody

‘prayer gauge" than
dall ever proposed, and
sees that Christian prayers for a na
at all, and yet
after all the calamities of this year
the most disastrous in American his
tory, our Christian president will, next
Thanksgiving day, call upon all,
Infidel, Jew and Christian tao
meet at the churches and thank God

us

alike

will, all, still have to pay for chap-
lains to pray for our army and navy

passes through Lexington with “nnuolﬂ"‘| Congress.

80 poor 8* “0 do him reverence.”

ever made to

ARKANSAS, TEXAS and INDIAN
and OKLAHOMA TERRITORIES.

Tickets on sale from Memphis, St.
Louis and Chicago February 16th..
March 1st., and 15th,, and April 5th
and 9th.

Call on your nearest agent or an
dress
H. I. McGUIRE, D. P. A...
Cincinnati, Ohio.

D_ti_ﬁtist Cleaning, Brush, Dentifrice

Unnecessary if you have the

) BRCAS  as At

Lovers of clean,
teeth, send for eircular,

l There is only one reason in the

It cleans teeth perfectly, commonly
without powder; picks; polishes like

pearl.  Makes healthy and non-senst
tive.  Last lifetime; saves teeth:
saves dollars. Outfit:

Teethist, Teethine, Teethgym 40 cts.
rich, preserving

Copper Teeth Sanitarium, Kent, Ohlo

with added [lustrations In the text, and twelve
artlstio and appropriate full page half-tone en-
ravings  The latest and best book for populae
| lustruction on child ‘earing and chil)  aring,
Edited for this country by Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr,

MURRAY MILL PUB. CO.. 129 E. 28th St, New Yor*

THE BEST LINE
S AT TR A S
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